
February 20, 2013 

To: DeDDis J. MeLemm 
EPA Region HI Admmlstnator 
US EPA Region Ul 
1200 Sixth Ave 
Suite 900 
Seattle, Washington 98101 

Re: Positive Government-to-Government Relations 

Dear Mr. McLerran: 

RECEIVED 

liAR 18 t813 

Office 01 The Executive 

As President of the Native Village of Tyonek - IRA Council (NVT), I would like to formally 
thank you on behalf of the entire NVT Council for respectfully engaging in meaningful 
consultation with the NVT- IRA Council. We are very grateful for the commitment of the EPA 
leadership and employees in both Region 1 0 and Headquarters to engage in positive and 
meaningful government-to-government consultation. The U.S. EPA is exemplar among federal 
agencies in implementing the federslly mandated Executive Order 1317 5, which is consistently 
demonstrated by EPA's open communications and the ongoing advocacy on behalf ofNVT. 

Thank you for coming to Anchorage on November 14th, 2012 to sign a historic MOU with the 
NVT, for sending Mr. Rick Parkin and staff to Tyonek to meet with the NVT on August lith, 
2011, for partici~in~thf:IJOY.emment·to-govemment meeting with Administrator Jackson on 
October 3m; 2012, and for sending EPA staff to travel to Anchorage in-order to participate in our 
first quarterly government-to-government conference call on February 4th, 2013. 

We greatly appreciated the opportunity to meet on a government-to-government basis and 
appreciate the important work of the U.S. EPA in upholding the Clean Water and Clean Air 
Acts. 

Regarding NVT's role as a Cooperating Agency with the Army Corps of Engineers as the lead 
federal agency, NVT continues to be placed at a severe disadvantage as we have not had the 
opportunity to review draft documents and cooperating agency comments in a timely fashion. 
We acknowledge and appreciate that your staff has recently advocated for the draft Water 
Management Plan and agency comments to be released to NVT. 

~dmin Offices Tribal Operations Environmental 
'h: 907-583-2201 Ph: 907-583-2115 Ph: 907-583-2135 
'ax: 907-583-2442 Fax: 907-583-2442 Fax: 907-583-2442 

ICHDAdmin 
Ph: 907-583-2225 
Fax:907-583-2226 

Kaloa Properties 
Ph: 907-277-7231 
Fax: 907-277-7309 

Little Chief HS NVT Housing Dept 
Ph: 907-583-2213 Ph: 907-583-2188 
Fax: 907-583-2214 Fax: 907-583-2188 



In our dual roles as a Tribal Government and a Cooperating Agency we are committed to 
working together with all state and federal permitting agencies, as we find that when we all work 
together Alaskan's reach better decisions. 

We realize that you are very busy serving the entire Region and we are grateful for your 
leadership and your commitment to effective government-to-government relations. 
Again we thank you for your service and the work of the U.S. EPA. 

Sincerely, 

President Frank Standifer III 

Cc: Jodi Archibald Gillette 
Joann Chase 
Bicky Corman 
Jim Woods 
Jamey Stoddard 
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(\Jutt~.: d uf th<: ~<ath-T Viil~i£t' (<fT) one~ 

R..cognmng [!'A'' Commilme11t lo Tlilnal C~msnil>~lion 

WHEREAS. ihis tribe is an Indian chartered tribe as dcfimxl !w the Indian kz•nr>Janiza1ion Act 
of Jun-." ib1

h. i934 and the act ofl\1a,:.' .. 1.936. c),_JeHlJing cert:1in ;1rnvislons t1ftht: f\Jrmer ac1 tn 
Alll~ka. a.nd under its ehartcr. COH'SliWtiott and by .. kJwt:< has fuH mHhOril} to UU in !he. fo1!1'v~inr 
3Hd 

\V!·JfJ~.!#~.·\~. tlte ~a rive Villag\' tlf ry;mck and fRi\ tHtat!lzatlnn is tht: Tribal authnrlt~: f.-·r 
Ty-onek. and is rec0gnizeJ in 1hc F~~der,t! RL:;-~:i~k:r: and 

WHF;REAS. th,, ~Jativc ViJiage ''I f 1 N VT) nlso rcft•rrcd to as ichugl'ma (!:leach P'"'l'k 1 

have subsisted and thrived hum th~ harvc:>ting of Bdug'1 \Vimks. Sahnon. Uttotigan. Tnr,JL 
Moose. Bear. Ducks, Geese, Berrie~. tvhxHcinai nnd Edihk ph:mts as tmditlmml and casttH:'I~If.'--
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\VHERE:AS. PacRun CoaL:] n.-:hn"::~r,:-> :"·{~~);,)i".?!.\if";;. i:-: :~ctivdy ~;c .. ~k;ilf: St::ttc .::md f~~dcral pCt111.lh 

to operate the Chuitna \:oal striP mjn;;;. in and drounJ the Native ViHage ~,)f ryonek and Ch·u·imu 
:\rt:hcoiogkal Dl$trict. and wid;in ~rlticu! thh and ganh: habitats that support )\: \''T~s historical 
and present lifestyle. and 

\VHEREAS~ ihe PucRim Coal Cornpun;· cominucs to mtn"t."' l(wwcu·d with permitting 
applications. despi·te the tr:.~et rlMt _,_)gl·;;, c-f 'f\:V'i' n~~:::idenr~; ~;pp-osc o.:oaJ ·"·trip mining fn HI~o.' ('hultm~ 

Watershed and Ch'u'itnu /\rcheolog_J<:ai District, and 

\VHf~REAS. the Native YiHagt' of fyvneK lR1\ Cm.tm:il Js a :rtJVL1"'-~-lgn \J.'J.·~t:rican lndiHn rrib~"' 
enritled to govt.::mmcnt~to-govc:rnmcnt ··dation-;; and meaningthi <:-•Hhuiw.ti~:.n \vith !.her. n!ti..·d 
StateS- nf AmC'riean and all te-d:erat ::t.gem::ic-. !JH:renf. and 

WHEREAS, the Nativt .. VHJag<: ;f( fyr•rh}k ·· UtA CuwH.:l~ currently hU5 a signeJ MfH.~ \Yilh i1K 
l '.S. r-.:P/\ R~:g~on ! 0 and positive govcnU:TH:rH-to~go\-cmmem and trti;-unLngi~1i con"'!ultation 
G•)ntimJeS bctwt:t:l} the u 5L EP r'\ ~~nd ~ VT. 

!\lOW, T!H(1U:HUU; Bl£ rr IU·:SOLVI-:0, ih~ Na1ive Villugc of lyond; IRA Conncii. 

·\.IJiii n r ;f{i,:c"
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Reeogni/.CS and appn:-.~latt'~· du; U.niteJ Sta.nr.;:s r.~nvinmmt'nLal PJ\)tt'ction Agent_\ l'~·}r: 

(-:~) t:ngaging in ongoing JJ'-l\>.:rmnent~u,~g,ov~:::rnment con-sultation vvHh NVT ,;tncc 
:'005. 

(b) dcm{m:-iH1lling a il'lh.: .:;1\WlHtmt:Ht In uph!Jid !h..: Clean \\hHt;r and Cka.n Air \~·u, 
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